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August 30, 2017 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Campbell County Public Library - Wyoming Room 
Gillette, WY 

Cheatgrass -  Why is it a problem?  Because it promotes fire, is an unreliable 
forage, can do damage to livestock when mature and displaces native peren-
nials.   
If you would like to learn about the potential to get ahead of the problem 
now and discover management approaches that could work for you, attend 
this FREE workshop!   
Brian Mealor, Director and Associate Professor with the U/W Sheridan Re-
search and Extension Center will provide information and updated data to 
help landowners and managers understand how to better manage cheat-
grass. 
In addition, Campbell County Weed and Pest will share their information and 
discuss Dalmatian Toadflax and bulbous bluegrass in the County.  

Hosted by the Campbell County Conservation District 
FREE LUNCH - RSVP to 682-1824 before August 23rd! 

 
 
 

CHEATGRASS  

MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP 



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
BOARD OF  SUPERVISORS 

   LINDSAY WOOD        (307) 670-0171 

   Chairman, Rural Member 

   BJ CLARK  (307) 689-5471   

   Vice Chair, At-Large  Member 

   ACACIA ELKINS  660-5265 

   Secretary/Treasurer, Urban Member  

   BOB MAUL            682-3186 

   Supervisor, Rural  Member 

   TRAVIS HAKERT       (307)299-8358 

   Supervisor, Rural Member 

   BRENDA SCHLADWEILER  682-3810 

    Associate Board Member 

   ROBERT BRUG   674-2525 

   Associate Board Member 

 OFFICE  STAFF 

JENNIFER HINKHOUSE District Manager 

DEBBIE HEPP           Program  Assistant 

JAY QUINTANILLA  Water/Range Technician 

CRYSTAL KELLEBREW     Education Coordinator   

 Phone:  682-1824     Fax:  682-3813 

   E-mail:  icd@vcn.com       

Website:  www.cccdwy.net       

 Hours:  7:00 AM—4:00 PM                             
 Monday—Friday 

 

The USDA is an equal opportunity  

provider and employer. 

 

NRCS FIELD OFFICE 

Phone:  (307) 682-8843  Ext.  3 

   601 4J Court, Suite C 

   DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST: 

 Tim Kellogg 

RANGELAND MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST: 

Brandon Elkins 

CIVIL ENGINEER, P.E. 

Vacant 

ULTIMA ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: 

Shelby Atwood 

August 1-7, 2017  Campbell County Fair 
August 9, 2017  CCCD Board Meeting 
August 12-19, 2017  Wyoming State Fair 
August 21, 2017   Total Solar Eclipse 
August 30, 2017  Cheatgrass Management Workshop 
September 4, 2017  Labor Day - office closed 
September 5, 2017  CCCD Board Meeting 
September 11-14, 2017 Pacific and Southwest Regional 
    meeting in Tucson, AZ 
September 12, 2017  Area I meeting in Newcastle 
October 9, 2017  Columbus Day - office closed 
October 10, 2017  CCCD Board Meeting 
October 12, 2017  Soil Health Workshop with  
    Marlon Winger, NRCS 
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Rangeland 
Principles and 

Soil Health 
Workshop in 

Gillette 
 

 

 

It all begins 

with the soil was the key point made during the Rangeland 

Principles and Soil Health Workshop held on June 1 in Gillette. 

Cameron Clark, NRCS Area Resource Soil Scientist demonstrat-

ed the rainfall simulator showing the interaction between soil 

and water, and the influence that soil type and management 

have on water infiltration.   

Blake Hauptman, University of Wyoming Extension Educator 

examined grazing sustainability and the economics associated 

with different practices.   

Tim Kellogg, NRCS District Conservationist reviewed soil biol-

ogy 101. 

Thank you to those who attended and to our Presenters!  
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4th Grade  
Free Seedling Tree  

Program  
  

 A Campbell County Parks 
and Rec Department 1% grant 
has sponsored a seedling tree for 
every 4th grade student in Camp-
bell County in 2017.  A total of 270 
Rocky Mountain Juniper and 270 
Ponderosa Pine seedling trees 
were purchased for distribution to  
students in 15 schools.  Crystal 
provided tree education activities 
to all of the participating 4th 
grade students.    
 Our goal is to educate the 
youth of Campbell County to en-
sure the next generation will be 
wise stewards of America’s natural 
resources.  The project also helps youth develop citizenship values and respect for the environ-
ment. 
 
 

4th grade students at Rozet holding their trees. 

DO YOU WANT MORE FROM YOUR LAND?   

WOULD YOU LIKE TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF YOUR 
SOIL? 

You are invited to participate in a very interactive  

gathering of passionate speakers! 
 

OCTOBER 12, 2017 

10:00 AM TO 3:00 PM 

CAMPBELL COUNTY REC CENTER-CANYON ROOM 

250 SHOSHONE AVENUE, GILLETTE, WY 

Marlon Winger, NRCS Soil Health Specialist for Wyoming, Idaho, and Montana will be 
presenting the FIVE basic principle keys to improving the health of your soil.  Also, how 
to increase production, profit and ensure the health of your land for generations to come 
by incorporating plant diversity, no-till farming, and grazing cover crops. 

FREE WORKSHOP hosted by the CCCD—lunch provided 

 RSVP by October 2 to 307 682-1824  
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Deep Pot Cottonwoods  

for Riparian Restoration 
Cottonwood trees play an important role in many 

of Wyoming’s riparian systems, but multiple 

stressors may be leading to reduction in establish-

ment of new cottonwoods from seed. Various ef-

forts have been undertaken to restore cottonwoods 

to areas where they have been depleted. Research 

from USDA in Montana indicates that transplant-

ing cottonwoods grown in deep pots (>24” depth) 

improves transplant survival and subsequent 

growth. 

To test this research, the CCCD started a project in 

the Spring of 2017 to see how this might be applicable to Campbell County. 

Goal: To produce sufficient numbers of deep-potted cottonwood trees from locally-sourced cut-

tings and purchased plant materials to support a future evaluation of transplant survival in a 

Campbell County riparian area.  

Objectives: Specific objectives are to propagate multiple cottonwood trees in deep-pots in the 

Sheridan Research and Extension Center greenhouse and high-tunnels so they are ready for 

transplanting into a field setting in spring 2017. 

Expected Impact: The cottonwoods grown from this initial project will support a planned resto-

ration project and evaluation of plant materials in Campbell County. Information gained from 

this project will assist landowners and conservation partners with riparian restoration projects 

into the future. 

With the assistance of a grant from the Wyoming Wild-
life and Natural Resource Trust (WWNRT), the CCCD 
staff planted 60 trees each at two fenced sites in 
Campbell County in May 2017.   
Three categories of cottonwood stock (20 of each - 1 
yr. old bareroot, deep pot from purchased bareroot, 
and deep pot from local stock cuttings) were planted 
and weed barrier was added to 10 trees of each type.  
Protectors were provided for each tree also. The seed-
lings will be evaluated in the Fall and Spring for 3 
years. 
We are very excited to initiate this project and would 
like to thank the participating landowners, the Univer-
sity of Wyoming/Sheridan Research and Extension 
Center and WWNRT for their partnership! 
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MAY 

➢ On May 2, Jay traveled to Newcastle for a workshop on Soil Health and the Rainfall Simulator. 

➢ Crystal educated 55 - 1st grade students from Paintbrush with the nature walk at McManamen Park on May 3. 

➢ 2545 preordered seedling trees were unloaded on May 4 and  handed out on May 5. 

➢ Debbie and Jay attended the Wyoming Public Lands Initiative - Fortification Creek Advisory Committee, meeting on 

May 8. 

➢ May 8 through May 15, Crystal provided an educational activity and handed out free seedlings trees to 495 - 4th 

grade students. 

➢ May 9, Jennifer attended the Joint Ag Committee meeting in Hulett. 

➢ All staff attended the Board meeting on May 9. 

➢ Bob Maul, Tim and Jennifer traveled to Newcastle May 11 to attend the Local Work Group meeting. 

➢ Jennifer and Debbie planted 60 cottonwood seedlings on one landowner for the deep potted project on May 15. 

➢ May 16, Jennifer and members of the Forestry Strategy Collaborative Advisory Group presented the Forestry Strate-

gy Plan to the Campbell County Commissioners. 

➢ On May 17, Jennifer traveled to Rapid City for the National Forestry Advisory Board meeting. 

➢ Crystal provided the Enviroscape educational activity at Pronghorn school on May 23 to 60 -3rd grade, 42 kindergar-

teners, and 17 - 1st grade students. 

➢ On May 24, Jennifer and Debbie planted 60 cottonwood seedlings on the second landowner for the deep potted 

project. 

JUNE 

➢ A Rangeland/Soil Health workshop hosted by the CCCD was held on June 1 and attended by 15. 

➢ Jay and Tim were in the field with Marlon Winger, NRCS Soil Health Specialist on June 5 and June 6. 

➢ Debbie attended the Fortification Creek WPLI meeting on June 5 and on June 6 an aerial tour of the area was provid-

ed for the committee members. 

➢ June 5 and 9, Jennifer and Crystal assisted with WY Resource Education Days camp in Newcastle. 

➢ Jennifer and Jay assisted Audubon Rockies with netting cliff swallows on Donkey Creek on June 7.   

➢ June 7, Jennifer attended the Thunder Basin National Grassland Cooperative Working Group meeting in Gillette. 

➢ Jay and Debbie visited the Master Gardeners test Rain Garden in Gillette on June 8.  

➢ NRCS Forestry Field tour was held June 12-14.  Jennifer, Tim and 13 NRCS, State Forestry and District staff attended. 

➢ The Board meeting on June 13 was attended by all staff. 

➢ As Camp Director, Crystal conducted the Black Hills Natural Resource Youth Camp in Newcastle,  June 14-16 for 92 

youth from 5 counties. 

➢ On June 14, Jay traveled to Sheridan for the Medusahead, Ventenata and Cheatgrass Workshop in Sheridan. 

➢ Bob Maul, CCCD board member and Bridger Plant Material Center board member, attended the Bridger Plant Mate-

rial Field Day on June 14 in Bridger, MT. 

➢ Debbie attended the CC Natural Resource Land Use Plan meeting on June 15. 

➢ Jennifer attended the NACD Forestry Resource Policy Group (RPG) meeting in Deadwood, South Dakota, June 19-22.   

This was a joint meeting with the National Association of State Foresters’ Forest Resource Management Committee. 

➢ Crystal provided the “Wiggly Worms” activity on June 20 for the Lakeview Summer Library Program with 19 students 

ages kindergarten through 6th.. 

➢ As a WPLI committee member, Debbie toured the Fortification Creek area with the committee members and com-

missioners on June 25.  

➢ On June 27, Crystal provided the “Spiders” activity to 19 Lakeview Summer Program students and the “Animal 

Tracks” activity to the 28 Hillcrest Summer Program students. 

➢ On June 28, a Campbell County forestry field tour promoting the “Campbell County Forestry Strategy” was attended 

by 18.  Attending were members of the CC Fire Department, BLM, Wyoming State Forestry, US Forest Service, NRCS, 

Field Representatives for Senator Enzi, Representative Cheney, and Senator Barrasso, CC Commissioner Kissack and 

the CCCD.  

➢ Jay and Brandon educated 67 (K-12) students with the “Animal Tracks” activity during the Social Skills Camp on June 

29. 

➢ A special board meeting was held June 30 to approve the fiscal year end expenditures. 
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“Conservation: We’re All In” 
 By Anita Bartlett, Powder River Conservation District 

 A total of 92 area youth gathered at Mallo Camp 
north of Newcastle, WY to participate in the Black Hills 
Natural Resource Youth Camp, June 14-16th. The purpose 
of this camp is to give youth the opportunity to experi-
ence a wide variety of activities and educational sessions 
teaching them about the natural world and its resources. 
Other activities included fishing, the Wildman Hike 
which teaches kids about predators and prey relation-
ships, a talent show, and various games. 
 Each child participated in six educational ses-
sions they included: “Animal Adaptations”, “Fire!”, 
“Trees, Trees, Trees”, “Casting for Food”, “Stream De-
tectives” and “Target Practice”.  
 “Animal Adaptations”, presented by Lacey Sloan 
with the Weston County Natural Resource District taught 
campers about adaptations that animals have in order to 

survive in their environments. Kids had the opportunity to see hides and body parts that showed these adaptations. 
Jessie Halverson, with Project Learning Tree presented “Trees, Trees, Trees” where campers learned how to 

age and measure a tree, to identify different parts and types of trees, and what trees need in order to survive.   
In the session “Fire!” Jeremy Dedic and Jonathon Sloan, with Wyoming State Forestry, and Jake Shook, 

with Shook Logging, explained to the youth the importance of removing trees to keep forests healthy and reduce the 
risk of fire. They gave the kids the opportunity to see tree removal equipment in action and even allowed many of 
them to use a cross cut saw. 
 Mike Locatelli & Dyllon Lincoln with Wyoming Game and Fish and John Marshall taught campers all 
about “Casting for Food”. This activity taught campers how to cast, fish, and properly care for caught fish. Campers 
were allowed to practice their casting skills and catch fish. 

“Stream Detectives” presented by Jason Martineau, Chad Reiger and Ben Wollenzien from Wyoming DEQ 
gave a demonstration how to take a few simple water samples to test the health of a stream and how to collect Ma-
croinvertebrates.  Both the samples and the type of Macroinvertebrates found in the stream help them to determine if 
a stream is healthy or not. 
 Finally, Bob Pollo, Paul Connelly, Steve Miller, and Karson Kellebrew had “Target Practice”. They taught 
youth the correct way to shoot a bow and arrow, safety while shooting and let the kids do a little “target practice”. 
 Sponsors for the Black Hills Natural Resource Youth Camp were Weston County Natural Resource District, 
the Campbell County Conservation District, and the Powder River Conservation District, and a Campbell County 
Community Public Recreation District Grant. 

JULY 

➢ On July 7, Jennifer and Debbie traveled to Sheridan to participate in the Sheridan Research and Extension Center 

Field Day. 

➢ Crystal provided a solar oven activity to the Lakeview Summer Library Program on July 10 with 12 students. 

➢ Jennifer attended a Spring Creek Grazing Association meeting on July 10 to discuss proposed projects. 

➢ On July 10, Debbie attended the Fortification Creek WPLI meeting. 

➢ All staff attended the Board meeting held on July 11. 

➢ Crystal provided the pizza box solar oven activity for 14 Wright library summer program students on July 12. 

➢ July 15 and 16, Crystal traveled to Buffalo to participate in the Project Learning Tree Facilitator Workshop. 

➢ On July 18, 20 Child Development youth learned about Spiders with Crystal. 

➢ Crystal made rain sticks with the 17 Lakeview Summer Library Program students on July 19. 

➢ On July 20, Crystal provided the stream trailer activity for 20 of the 4H Cloverbuds. 

➢ Jay and Debbie plan to began the water monitoring of the Little Powder River on July 27 

➢ On July 31, Jay and Debbie plan to began water monitoring on Donkey Creek/Stonepile Creek. 
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Forti-
fication Creek Advisory Committee Update 

By Debbie Hepp, Program Assistant 

The WPLI is a collaborative, county-led process intended to result in one state-wide legislative lands package 
that is broadly supported by public lands stakeholders in Wyoming.  The ultimate goal is final designation or 
release of Wyoming’s 42 BLM and 3 USFS Wilderness Study Areas in Wyoming.   
Representing Conservation, Debbie has been appointed to the Fortification Creek WPLI Committee by the 
Campbell County Commissioners.  The Committee will develop a proposed management recommendation for 
the Fortification Creek Wilderness Study Area (WSA).  Members have the responsibility to keep the interest 
groups they represent informed about the actions and outcomes of the process.  Debbie will be posting updates 
every quarter in the CCCD newsletter and citizens can also access more detailed information at https://
www.ccgov.net/1651/WPLI-Fortification-Creek. 
The Committee met for their fourth meeting in Buffalo in April.  Congressional and BLM designations were 
reviewed.  The BLM presented maps and resource information also.    The May meeting consisted of approv-
ing the Charter, reviewing a proposed timeline, and appointing Kelly Patten to replace Todd Anderson, repre-
senting Sportsman.  Discussion was held concerning the Campbell County Natural Resource Land Use Plan 
supporting the final designation.  A representative from Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) provided 
information on the proposed easement application in the vicinity of the Fortification Creek WSA.  During the 
June meeting the committee signed the Charter.  Chairman Little mentioned receiving public letters request-
ing consensus vs majority vote and explained the committee elected to remain with majority vote.  Campbell 
and Johnson County Weed and Pest Supervisors presented their history of spraying weeds for federal agencies 
and the weed situation near and on Fortification.  Bob Budd, Director of Wyoming Wildlife Natural Resource 
Trust explained the WWNRT application process and the situation with the removal of the RMEF application 
for a WWNRT easement in the vicinity of the Fortification WSA during this past legislative session.  Flight-
line Inc. donated aerial tours of the Fortification area for committee members on June 5 and 6.  Barry Hayden 
provided a guided ground tour on June 25 for committee members and Campbell and Johnson County Com-
missioners.  The July meeting was a review of the aerial and physical site visits, and the BLM designation 
types and applicability to the Fortification Creek area. 
 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
 

Sealed bids are being accepted by the Campbell County Conservation District (CCCD) at the CCCD office, 601 
4 J Court, Suite D, Gillette Wyoming 82716 until 3:00 PM MST, Tuesday, August 8, 2017 for the purchase of:  

1990 Top Hand car trailer 
Length: 18’ 

Axles: 2 
Low mileage tires 

 
All bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope and clearly marked “Bid for CCCD Trailer”. Please contact 
CCCD at (307) 682-1824 with any questions regarding specifications or to make an appointment to view the 
trailer before bidding.  Photos of the trailer are posted on the CCCD website: www.cccdwy.net.  
 
The Campbell County Conservation District reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive any irregu-
larities or informalities in any bids. 

http://www.cccdwy.net/
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Campbell County Forestry Strategy 
When discussing forests in Wyoming one typically envisions Bridger Teton Na-
tional Forest or perhaps the Black Hills National Forest. Typically we do not as-
sociate places like Campbell County with forests; however they are present and 
face challenges similar to many of the large forests in the state. The challenges 
can range from drought to increased residential development and from highly 
destructive wildfires to insects and diseases. These challenges can lead to a lack 
of forest resiliency and the inability of the forest to support the full range of 
multiple uses that our citizens enjoy.  
 
The mission of the Campbell County Forestry Working Group is to facilitate 
landscape scale forest management activities across ownership boundaries, 
through the development and integration of focus areas in Campbell County, 
helping to promote overall forest health. The working group is composed of 

stakeholders that have active roles in forest resource management in Campbell County. It was formed to 
generate recommendations on future management direction in the below specific topics taken from the 
Wyoming Statewide Forest Resource 
Assessment of June 2010:  
• Fire  

• Invasive & Noxious Species  

• Native Damaging Agents  

• Rural Interface  

• Storm events  

• Wildlife Habitat Concern  

• Water Quality and Supply  

• Agroforestry  

• Forest Stewardship Potential  

• Timber Industry  

• Potential Markets  
 
Hosted by the CCCD, eighteen individuals representing the Campbell County Fire Department, Bureau of 
Land Management, Wyoming State Forestry Division, US Forest Service, NRCS, field representatives for Sen-
ators Enzi and Barrasso and Representative Cheney, CC Commissioner, and the CCCD  were provided a field 
tour on June 28 of northern Campbell County.  Thinning projects, forest stewardship potential, fuels reduc-

tion, fire, rural interface, and cooperation with adjacent 
landowners were the topics of discussion. 
 
Following a written comment period, the Campbell Coun-
ty Forestry Strategy designed to address forest manage-
ment concerns in Campbell County, was approved July 3, 
2017 by the Campbell County Forestry Working Group.  
The CCCD Board of Supervisors adopted the Strategy at 
the board meeting on July 11, 2017. 
 
The funding for the strategy was made possible through 
the Forestry Collaborative Assistance Program adminis-
tered by Wyoming State Forestry Division. 
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Thunder Basin National Grasslands  

Working Group 

By Jennifer Hinkhouse, District Manager 

 On June 7, 2017 the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) 
hosted a cooperative working group meeting in Gillette, 
Wyo. To continue its collaborative discussion on the 
Thunder Basin National Grasslands (TBNG), and more 
importantly the prairie dog issues that exist in the area.   
 This was the third of six scheduled gatherings in 
2017 for the land management and resource coopera-
tive working group. The meetings are being facilitated by the University of Wyoming Ruckelshaus Insti-
tute of Environment and Natural Resources, and working group members range from Conservation Dis-
tricts to County Commissioners. Jennifer Hinkhouse with the Campbell County Conservation District, 
Commissioner Avery, and Quade Schmelzle with the Campbell County Weed and Pest represent the 
landowners in Campbell County on the working group. The group discussions are open to the public; 
however, in order to meet Federal guidelines regarding cooperative working group meetings, only local, 
state, Federal, and tribal government representatives may participate in this particular group. Members 
of the public are encouraged to contact their working group representatives and/or attend the learning 
series workshop to provide input.  
 The June 7 meeting included discussion on the working group charter, and exploration of imple-
mentation options for on-the-ground efforts.   Zach Walker with the Wyoming Game & Fish Department 
provided the working group with information on the current status of the Black-footed Ferrets and a 
brief history of the recovery efforts to date.  He also stated that given the social issues surrounding the 
prairie dog issue the Wyoming Game & Fish Department does not advocate the release of Black-footed 
Ferrets on the TBNG.  
 Several organizations also presented information on lethal and non-lethal control of prairie dogs, 
and provided examples of how this might be applied on the TBNG. Non-lethal prairie dog management 
techniques included: translocation, visual barriers, and fencing. Lethal methods included discussion on 
rodenticides and their various applications and restrictions.   
 The next series of meetings will be in Douglas. A public Learning Series Workshop will be Wed., 
Aug. 23, and the Cooperative Working Group meeting will be Thurs., Aug. 24. 
 Online information on Thunder Basin Prairie Dog Colony Management by the U.S. Forest Service 

can be found at, www.fs.usda.gov/goto/MBRTB/PrairieDogs. Online information from the Ruckelshaus 

Institute on Thunder Basin Collaboration can be found at, www.uwyo.edu/haub/ruckelshaus-institute/

Photo source: 
www.fs.usda.gov 

Plague Confirmed in Northeastern Wyoming Prairie Dog 
Plague infection was recently confirmed in a northeastern Wyoming prairie dog, according to the Wyoming Department of 
Health (WDH). No human cases have been identified. 
The infected prairie dog was discovered in the Converse County area of the Thunder Basin National Grassland. The infection 
was confirmed by the Wyoming State Veterinary Laboratory. Local U.S. Forest Service personnel have also described seeing 
signs of significant prairie dog die-offs. 
“Plague is a serious bacterial infection that can be deadly for people and for animals, including pets, if not treated promptly with 
antibiotics,” said Dr. Alexia Harrist, state epidemiologist and acting state health officer with WDH. “The disease can be trans-
mitted to humans from ill animals and by fleas coming from infected animals.” 
More information about plague is available from WDH at https://health.wyo.gov/publichealth/infectious-disease-epidemiology-
unit/disease/plague/ or from the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention at http://www.cdc.gov/plague/.  

https://health.wyo.gov/publichealth/infectious-disease-epidemiology-unit/disease/plague/
https://health.wyo.gov/publichealth/infectious-disease-epidemiology-unit/disease/plague/
http://www.cdc.gov/plague/
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New Invasive Grasses Found in NE Wyoming! 
By Aaron Ide, CC Weed and Pest 

As some of you might know, two new species of annual inva-
sive grass have been found in northeastern Wyoming in the 
last year.  The first species Ventenata (Ventenata dubia) has 
been found in many areas surrounding Sheridan since last 
summer.  Bureau of Land Management(BLM) personnel also 
found two small infestations in Campbell County on BLM 
parcels in the northeast quarter of the county.  The other spe-
cies Medusahead Wildrye (Taeniatherum caput-medusae) was 
found in two locations outside of Sheridan, but has yet to be 
found in Campbell County.  Hopefully this article will give 
you some general information of these species and control op-
tions that can be implemented for management. 
Ventenata is a winter annual grass species that germinates and 
begins growth in the fall and before growing to maturity in the 
spring and early summer.  The species usually grows up to a 
foot to 18 inches tall.  It is covered in small hairs which gives 
the plant a shiny appearance.  It has a band at the growth node 
that is dark red to black and has a long membranous ligule 
where the leaf attaches to the stem.  Its inflorescence is an 
open panicle that has a pyramid shape.  The plants awns on 
the seed heads are bent and twisted like those of wild oat.  
This grasses usually forms patches that have a slightly off col-
or than your other native range vegetation.  For more infor-
mation and pictures of the species please go our website (https://www.ccgov.net/189/Weed-Pest) and click 
the links for the Invasive Grass Quick Guide and Factsheet. 
Medusahead is also a winter annual grass that has a life cycle similar to Ventenata.  It usually grows up to 
a foot to 15 inches tall.  The entire plant is covered in small soft hairs, but there may be some longer hairs 
along the collar of the leaf. The growth node is green (darkens at maturity) and the ligule is membranous 
and squared off.   The inflorescence is a spike with long awns, and the flowering head will be almost as 
wide as it is long. The awns are long (1-4 inches), twisted, and stiff.  This species can form dense patches 
quickly that can leave a large quantity of litter preventing any other species from growing.  This can lead to 
increased fire danger in areas of infestations.  You can find pictures and other information about this spe-
cies in the same link in the above paragraph. 
If you find isolated patches act quickly to implement control methods, as these species are annuals and on-
ly reproduce by seeds.  A few years of control measures on isolated patches can lead to eradication as their 
seeds are not viable for long periods of time.  Both species are similar to cheatgrass in characteristics and 
life cycle.  We suggest implementing control measure that are known to work on cheatgrass.  In northeast 
Wyoming that primarily means use of herbicides in the Fall (September-October) to try to control this 
weed as it germinates in the fall.  Mechanical means may work in some situations such as deep plowing or 
ripping or even hand pulling for small infestations. 
If we let these species get out of control it could be a rude awaking to farmers and ranchers in our area.  
These species have been known to outcompete and have far worse forage capabilities (very high silica con-

tent) than cheatgrass.  We need your help with looking for and finding these species, if 
you come across one of these invasive grasses please contact us immediately.  Hope-
fully, with the help from the people of Campbell County and northeast Wyoming, we 

can stop these species before they become established in our state. 

https://www.ccgov.net/189/Weed-Pest
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2017 Agriculture and  
Natural Resources Expo   

 The Campbell County Conservation District hosted 
the annual Ag and Natural Resources Expo on April 25, 2017 
at the Cam-Plex, to raise awareness and understanding of 
Campbell County’s agriculture and natural resources.     
 All activities were hands-on and in total 782,3rd grade 
students from 16 public schools including a private school 
were educated through this program.  There were 30+ activi-
ties including wool felting, milking, owl pellets, macro-
invertebrate identification, weed and pest control, chicken, 
sheep, and cattle education and much more. 

  

The Campbell County Conservation District is especially grateful to   
the FFA members from Gillette and Wright who volunteered all day! 

  
Wright FFA   Randal Haefele, FFA Advisor; Austin Seeley, Cole Thomas, Wyatt Real, Jozi Edwards, 
Kodi Edwards, Brandi Fuller, Kinlee Priewe, Kelcy Strohschein, Morgan Preston, and Mikaela Easton  

Gillette FFA Camille Prelle, Clayton Scott, John Scott, Wyatt Geis, Tyser Wilson, Mary Woodworth, 
Tyler Boller, Eilish Kelsey, Colton Huddleston, and Brandi Oedekoven   
 

The Expo could not have been possible without  
the following people and organizations.  Thank you very much!   

Sponsors:  
Campbell County Commissioners     BKS Environmental Associates, Inc. 
Campbell County Cattlewomen     Campbell County Farm Bureau 
Campbell County Conservation District    Anadarko 
Campbell County Weed and Pest     Black Hills Corporation  
Pinnacle Bank  

Exhibitors:  
Campbell County Cattlewomen     Powder River Energy 
Campbell County Weed and Pest     Farm Service Agency 
Wool Judging Team Volunteers     Audubon Rockies 
WY Department of Environmental Quality    Anadarko 
Campbell County Master Gardeners     Campbell County Farm Bureau 
Natural Resources Conservation Service    Predator Management Board 
UW Cooperative Extension Service     Wyoming Game and Fish  
Campbell County Conservation District    US Forest Service 
Bureau of Land Management      Gillette and Wright FFA students  
Bishop and Stephens Family      Bobbi and Wyatt Geis 
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Campbell County Fair 

July 28 through August 7 

The CCCD staff will be attending 
the trade fair August 3-6 at the Cam
-Plex, Gillette, Wyoming.  
Stop by to visit and see what we 
have been doing and what fun  
activity we will have for the kids.   
The Stream/Erosion Trailer educa-
tional activity will be outside the  
Wyoming Center at 11am and 1pm 

Saturday, August 5 and 1pm and 3pm on Sunday, August 6!  

ENTER TO WIN A 2017 JOHN DEERE GATOR!  

Your $25 tax-deductible donation to the Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation enters 

you in a drawing to win a 2017 John Deere XUV 560 Gator, or Homak Pro-Series Rolling 

Tool Cabinet.  The drawing will be held on November 28 in Casper at the WACD/WNRF 

state convention.  Tickets will be available at the CCCD Fair Booth and at our office locat-

ed at 601 4J Court in Gillette.   ONLY 650 TICKETS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED. 


