PROPOSED FOREST PLAN AMENDMENT UPDATE
By Chris Wichmann, Wyoming Department of Agriculture
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In early 2018, the Forest Service came to the Wyoming Department of Agriculture
(WDA) and asked if WDA could help them in identifying and addressing the issues with the
current prairie dog management on the National Grasslands. The past 10-years have been a
roller coaster ride for all interested parties who operate on the grasslands. The current prairie
dog management plan (Plan) limited the Forest Service’s ability to actively manage prairie dogs
in certain areas. It all came to a head in 2017 when the prairie dog population had occupied an
estimated 100,000 acres (+/-). This was unacceptable to a lot of livestock producers, local governments and Forest Service management; because the concern was that the current conditions
could impact ecosystem functions. In 2017 plague arrived on the grasslands and decimated the
prairie dog population. This plague event has allowed the Forest Service, interested landowners
and grassland groups some time to address management issues that have occurred on the grasslands for the past few years.
The Forest Service has committed to the Group that a Forest Plan amendment would
occur in early 2019, to address the many management issues and ecological damage that has
been occurring on the grasslands for the past several years. One issue identified was that all the
interested groups were not at the table at the same time to identify issues and identify potential
solutions. The WDA has convened several meetings through the second half of 2018 consisting
of state, federal and local governments, permittees, private landowners, and Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGO). WDA discussed with the Group issues and potential changes that could
help the Forest Service have the most flexibility to adaptively manage the changing situations
that occur on the Grasslands and identify areas where the Group could agree on potential management changes. At the end of the collaborative effort, it is WDA’s desire to provide the Forest Service with enough information/agreements on potential management changes to guide the
Forest Service in developing a Proposed Action that they can use in scoping for the new Plan
Amendment.
The Group broadly agreed upon several large changes to be considered in the Plan
Amendment. The hopes is that these changes will be developed into a formal Alternative and be
supported in the NEPA process as the Preferred Alternative. Areas where WDA feels that there
is broad agreement is the following:
 There will not be a focus on Black-footed Ferrets introductions on the Grasslands;
 There will be the removal of the prairie dog management Categories;
 There will not be a number of acres of prairie dogs designated to manage for;
 There will be a change in management from growing prairie dog populations to managing
an area for a desired vegetation/habitat state in a designated management area;
 There will be flexibility and use of the entire “tool box” of prairie dog control measures
within the new management area and throughout the Grasslands;
 There will be a Working Group developed to discuss issues, and to make sure the implementation of the new management Plan is implemented;
 The Working Group will provide recommendations to the Forest Service on new issues and
needs that occur on the Grasslands.
These are some of the large items discussed and that we received broad agreement on.
Not everyone got what they wanted, but the potential for better management on the Grasslands
exists.
Now that the collaborative meetings (6-meetings) have been completed and the information sent to the Forest Service, it is up to the Forest Service to start the formal NEPA process.
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VACANT

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
February 2-6, 2019
February 10-14, 2019
February 11, 2019
February 12, 2019
February 18, 2019
February 20-21, 2019
March 12, 2019
March 19, 2019
April 6, 2019
April 9, 2019
April 23, 2019

NACD Annual Convention in Texas
SRM Convention in Minnesota
Pesticide Training in Gillette
CCCD Board Meeting
Presidents’ Day - office closed
Wyoming Watershed Conference
CCCD Board Meeting
Legislative Wrap Up
Garden and Landscape Expo
CCCD Board Meeting
Ag and Natural Resources Expo

Supervisor, Rural Member
BRENDA SCHLADWEILER

682-3810

THANK YOU!

Associate Board Member
ROBERT BRUG

674-2525

Associate Board Member

OFFICE STAFF
JENNIFER HINKHOUSE

District Manager

DEBBIE HEPP

Program Assistant

CLAY WOOD

Water/Range Technician

CRYSTAL KELLEBREW

Education Coordinator

Phone: 682-1824

Fax: 682-3813

E-mail: icd@vcn.com
Website: www.cccdwy.net

Hours: 7:00 AM—4:00 PM
Monday—Friday
The USDA is an equal opportunity

The CCCD board and
staff gives their sincere thanks to Bob
Maul for his service
on the CCCD Board of
Supervisors. Bob was
presented with an appreciation award for
serving on the CCCD
board 2012-2018.
Left to right: Board members - Acacia
Elkins, Lindsay Wood, Bob Maul, and Jaime
Bob was sworn in as a
Tarver
Campbell County Commissioner in January.
The Wyoming Department of Agriculture will appoint an individual to complete the vacated term through 2020.
New Board of Supervisor officers elected in January were Lindsay
Wood, Chair; Jaime Tarver Vice-Chair, and Acacia Elkins, Secretary/
Treasurer.

provider and employer.
NRCS FIELD OFFICE
Phone: (307) 682-8843 Ext. 3
601 4J Court, Suite C
DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST:
Tim Kellogg
RANGELAND MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST:
Brandon Elkins
PRIVATE LANDS WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST:
Jessica Weathers
ULTIMA ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:
Shelby Atwood

The CCCD Annual Report 2017-2018 and
Annual Plan of Work 2018-2019 are
available on our website
www.cccdwy.net for your
review.
Along with information
about the Seedling Tree Program,
Water Quality, Educational Information
and more!
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Wyoming Association of
Conservation Districts
Annual Convention
November 14-16

Jennifer Hinkhouse, District Manager
and Mike Henn, WCDEA president

Left to right: Tim Kellogg, NRCS; Debbie Hepp, CCCD;
John Heyneman, PSI; Robert Brug, WNRF; Jennifer
Hinkhouse, CCCD and Bob Maul, CCCD

The CCCD board and staff were very active during the annual convention in Evanston, taking part in many
presentations, listening to a variety of speakers, and assisting the host districts.
As the Conservation District representative for the ENDOW Rural Council, Jaime Tarver presented an overview
of ENDOW. Bob Maul was presented with a jacket from the WACD Board of Directors for his years of service.
Robert Brug was acknowledged for his many years of volunteering to the Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation
in addition to being a previous CCCD and WACD board member. Upon nomination by the CCCD, John Heyneman with Plank Stewardship Initiative received WACD Cooperator of the Year. Jennifer was given the Area I
Employee of the Year award, and Debbie received a Water Quality Certification Award.

Decision Impacts Only Small Part of
Trespass Law
Portions taken from Wyoming Livestock Roundup, 11-3-18

NACD MEETING 2019
Jennifer plans to participate in the National Association of Conservation District’s
2019 Annual Meeting in San Antonio, Texas
February 2-6.
The Convention is an investment in
conservation. Each year, conservation leaders from across the country gather in one
place to discuss conservation policy, network
with conservation partners and members of
industry, and learn about the newest technologies and most relevant issues affecting natural resources management and conservation districts.

On Oct. 29, after the ruling Wyoming Senior Assistant
Attorney Erik Petersen clarifies, “We prevailed with two sections of the law in district court 18 months ago. The only part of
the trespass to collect data law that was struck down is subsection C.
In 2015, the Wyoming Legislature passed a set of laws
that would make the collection of resource data from private
lands illegal. The laws also made it illegal to cross private land
to reach public land for the purpose of collecting resource data.
Per Mr. Petersen, if someone goes and collects data
from private property without permission, that is still illegal.
These laws are alive, on the books and will remain there unless
the Wyoming Legislature takes action on them. Subsection C
both criminalized and imposed civil penalties for people who
cross private property without permission to access adjacent
property to collect resource data. This law has been struck
down.
Provisions of the law that say resource data collected in
violation of the law will be expunged from the record. State and
Federal agencies cannot use illegally collected data in decision
making.
“Under our general trespass statutes, it’s still illegal for
people to trespass,” says Bobbie Frank, WACD executive director.
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Donkey Creek
Watershed
Cost-Share Program Opportunity
Through Federal and State grants, the Campbell County Conservation District and the Donkey Creek
Watershed Steering Committee are offering financial assistance for projects that will benefit water quality.
Funding Overview
Typical projects may include installing fencing/ stock water to minimize access to
waterbodies, relocating corrals or animal feeding areas away from surface water, or
replacing septic systems to eliminate sewage discharges. The amount of cost share
available for each project varies. Projects ranked as high priority may receive up to
70% funding. If you think you would like to apply for cost-share funds through the
District’s water quality improvement program, you are highly encouraged to see if
you are qualified.
Application Information
Applications will continue to be accepted and reviewed based on fund availability.
The District staff is available to answer any questions or provide technical assistance
regarding potential projects or the application process. Applications are available at
the District office or you can download a copy from our website www.cccdwy.net.

Step One:

Step Two:

Step Three:

Self Assessment/
Application

Site Visit/Ranking

Contract/Budget
Development

Completed by the
landowner. You may
download one off
the CCCD website
(cccdwy.net) or call
the office and have
one mailed to you.

Completed by CCCD
staff along with the
landowner to evaluate
resource concerns.
CCCD will use ranking
sheets to determine
priority and eligibility

• Grant/ SHPO
Authorization (Up to
60 days)
• Permits
• Cost estimates

Step Four:

Step Five:

Step Six:

Approval

Construction

As Built Payment

Contract must be
signed by the landowner prior to Watershed Committee and
Board approval AND
must include all documentation required in
Step Three.

Construction can
begin following an
APPROVED and
SIGNED contract and
budget. The Board
WILL NOT make
payments on any
contract items constructed prior to an
approved contract.

CCCD staff conduct
site visit to validate
construction elements
and take pictures. Landowner submits all receipts to CCCD for
payment which may
take up to 90 days.
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NOVEMBER
➢ Jennifer and Clay were in the field for a Timber Stand Improvement site visit on November 2.
➢ On November 5, Tim, Jennifer, and Clay had a site visit for a proposed Donkey Creek project.
➢ Jennifer attended the County Commissioners meeting November 6.
➢ Crystal, Debbie, and Jennifer attended the board meeting on November 7.
➢ November 8, Jennifer and Wyoming State Forestry personnel were in the field for a Timber Stand Improvement project.
➢ Jennifer, Debbie, Bob, and Jaime attended the WACD convention in Evanston, November 13-16
➢ November 19, Jennifer was in the field for the RCPP project.
➢ November 20, Clay and Jennifer were in the field to layout a seed plot project and flag a TSI project.
➢ November 27, Jennifer attended the WDA Prairie Dog Meeting in Douglas.
➢ Clay and Debbie took soil samples for a cover crop project in the Rozet area on November 27.
➢ Crystal provided the “Cloud in a Cup” activity for 17 homeschool students on November 27.
➢ Jennifer and Clay were in the field flagging a Timber Stand Improvement site on November 28.
➢ Clay, Debbie and Jennifer attended the Little Powder River Watershed Committee meeting on November
29.
DECEMBER
➢ December 6, “Renewable and Non-renewable Resources” was the activity presented by Crystal to 6 home
school students.
➢ The USDA Holiday Open House was held December 7, with 43 attending.
➢ December 10, Clay and Jennifer took soil samples for the cover crop projects.
➢ All staff attended the Board meeting on December 11.
➢ Jennifer traveled to Douglas on December 17 to attend the WDA Prairie Dog meeting.
➢ December 19, Jennifer attended a BLM RMP meeting in Gillette.
➢ The annual Legislative Breakfast was attended by all CCCD staff, 3 board members, 2 county commissioners, 7 legislators, and Bobbie Frank with WACD on December 20.
JANUARY
➢ On January 3, Jaime and Debbie attended the Eggs and Issues breakfast meeting hosted by the Chamber.
➢ Jennifer, Clay, and Debbie attended the board meeting on January 8.
➢ CCCD hosted the Soil Workshop #3 on January 15 with 40+ attending.
➢ Crystal provided a conservation activity for 36 3rd grade students at Meadowlark on January 16.
➢ January 17, Clay and Jennifer presented a water quality program to 25 members of the noon Rotary Club.
➢ On January 24, Clay, Jennifer, and Debbie plan to attend the Little Powder Watershed meeting.
➢ Crystal will provide a natural resource activity for home school students on January 28.
➢ On January 28, Jennifer and Clay will attend a joint meeting with Crook County Natural Resource District
to review the Belle Fourche Watershed water quality.

2019 Society for Range Management
Convention in Minneapolis
As Wyoming SRM president, Clay plans to participate in
the Society for Range Management Convention, February 1014. His presentation is titled, “Needles in a Haystack: Identifying Thresholds in Annual Grass-Dominated Rangelands.”
The Society for Range Management is the professional scientific society and conservation
organization whose members are concerned with studying, conserving, managing and sustaining
the varied resources of the rangelands which comprise nearly half of the land in the world.
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Soil Health Workshop #3
January 15th, 40 attendees heard presentations from Caitlin
Youngquist, University of Wyoming; Ann Fisher,
Montana NRCS, and Marlon Winger, Wyoming NRCS.
Caitlin presented soil health basics, improvement
practices and the economic benefits of soil health. Ann provided the
lessons learned with cover crops in southeast Montana. Marlon reviewed Carbononics; carbon, the economy of the soil.
Pesticide Applicator Training
For individuals who need a private pesticide license, to renew their private pesticide license or
gain CEU’s for your commercial license.
The trainings will be held:
Sundance: January 30th, 1pm-4pm
Crook County Community Room
Sheridan: February 4th, 1pm-4pm
Watt Agriculture Center
Gillette: February 11th, 1pm-4pm
George Amos Building Cottonwood Room
Newcastle: February 13th, 1pm-4pm
USDA Service Center Conference Room
Sheridan: April 3rd, 1pm-4pm
Watt Agriculture Center
Contact Blake Hauptman at
bhauptma@uwyo.edu or call 307 283-1192 if
you have any questions.

National
Agriculture Day
What Is Ag Day?
It's a day to recognize and
celebrate the abundance
provided by
agriculture. Every year,
producers, agricultural
associations, corporations,
universities, government agencies and countless others across
America join together to recognize the
contributions of agriculture.

NEW

PRIVATE LANDS
WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST
Raised overseas in a military family, Jessica’s interest in wildlife and rangeland conservation was
sparked during her time
abroad. She completed her
dual degree in Psychology and Spanish at Gettysburg
college, later continuing her higher education in wildlife and rangeland management in Colorado. Jessica’s
travels finally brought her to northeastern Wyoming
where she assisted in the Thunder Basin Research Initiative, examining vegetation community response to
interactions of disturbance regimes including wildfire,
prairie dogs, and livestock grazing. This research extended to an in-depth study of prairie dog behavior
and habitat selection. When plague hit the colony, she
assisted several agencies mapping prairie dog colony
expansion and resiliency. Following her time in Thunder Basin, Jessica returned to Colorado to work as a
park ranger for state and city parks, dedicating her
time to promoting natural resources education and
raising awareness for conservation efforts… but Wyoming quickly called her back home. Jessica Weathers is
now the Private Lands Wildlife Biologist in Gillette
with Bird Conservancy of the Rockies/NRCS connecting ranchers with conservation efforts for wildlife habitat improvement and promoting sustainable management practices on private land.
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Mark your calendars for
The Garden and Landscape Education Expo
April 6, 2019 in the Energy Hall at the
Cam-Plex in Gillette!
The Expo is so much more than gardening. The Expo is
an event that features a Farmers Market and workshops geared toward outdoor living. You can come and go as you please and its FREE.
There is something for everyone.
PICK UP YOUR SEEDLING TREE ORDERS ON MAY 2!
If you ordered seedling trees from the CCCD
they are available for pick up:

May 2, 2019 at the Rockpile Ice Arena, 1
21 4J Road in Gillette. Please pick up your
trees from 11:30am to 2pm.
This is the only delivery time so please make
arrangements if you can not pick up your trees. There
is also a limited amount of the tree protectors (used
with conifers) available at $3.50 each.
There is nothing inherent in all flower varieties produced by plant breeders (amateur or professional) that means bred plants will not be beneficial for pollinators. In the few studies on
this subject to date, scientists chose flowers they thought would have issues and compared
them to other flowers. There are some cultivated flowers, such as very “doubled” varieties
where petals have replaced all the parts that pollinators use. These won’t have much to offer
pollinators but if they make you happy, just make sure the pollinators have lots of other flowers to forage on. You will both be happy! If in doubt about a plant—plant it and then observe.
Do pollinators visit it in your area?

This information and more can be found in “Promoting Pollinators On Your Place”.
Stop by for your FREE copy!
WEED BARRIER INFORMATION
DeWitt Sunbelt woven ground cover consists of 3.2 oz. polypropylene, which
resists tearing, puncturing and weed penetration.
This product is offered on the seedling tree order form only and is not kept
in stock.
THE LAST DAY TO ORDER WEED BARRIER IS MARCH 1st.
SEE THE SEEDLING TREE ORDER FORM INCLUDED IN THIS NEWSLETTER!

C C C D NE WS

FREE!
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“Navigating Drought in Wyoming”, the newest
addition to the family of free items we have for you!
Stop by the office and ask for your free copy today!

NACD STATEMENT ON EPA’S WOTUS RULE
(New rule provides opportunity for locally-led conservation)

WASHINGTON, D.C. — On Tuesday, Dec. 11, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers unveiled rulemaking which includes a new Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS)
definition under the Clean Water Act.
The proposed rule is designed to review and revise the definition of WOTUS to ensure it is consistent
with the Trump Administration’s Feb. 2017 executive order. The National Association of Conservation
Districts (NACD) President Brent Van Dyke issued the following statement on the proposed rule:
“We’re pleased with efforts of the EPA and Army Corps of Engineers to address the complexities surrounding the definition of jurisdictional waters,” Van Dyke said. “Locally-led conservation, including
local decision-making, must be at the forefront of these clarification efforts, which is why NACD has
consistently opposed the expansion of federal jurisdiction under the Clean Water Act. We are optimistic
this rule will provide increased clarity and transparency around current WOTUS regulations and help
landowners have a better understanding of what is compliant with the law. We look forward to working
with the EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers to provide additional input as we complete our review
of the proposed rule.”

About the National Association of Conservation Districts:
The National Association of Conservation Districts is the non-profit organization that represents the
nation’s 3,000 conservation districts, their state and territory associations, and the 17,000 men and
women who serve on their governing boards. For more than 70 years, local conservation districts have
worked with cooperating landowners and managers of private working lands to help them plan and apply effective conservation practices. For more information about NACD, visit: www.nacdnet.org.
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ALL PAYMENTS MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER FORM. INVENTORY CHANGES DAILY!!!

LAST DAY TO ORDER IS APRIL 1, 2019. TENTATIVE PICK UP DATE IS MAY 2ND.
Bareroot Trees—lots of 25 only
Height varies by species, all bareroot trees
will be 5 inches or taller
Species

# Lots Cost/25

04 Chokecherry

Total

Large Tube Trees—lots of 30 only
Height varies by species, all large tube trees
will be 6 inches or taller
Species

# Lots

Cost/30

200 Austrian Pine

$91.00

202 Colorado Blue Spruce

$91.00

206 Eastern Red Cedar

$91.00

216 Silver Buffalo berry

$91.00

217 Black Hills Spruce

$91.00

232 Coyote Willow

$91.00

234 Plains Cottonwood

$91.00

$31.00

06 Native Plum

$31.00

09 Nanking Cherry

$31.00

11 Woods’ Rose

$31.00

21 Siberian Elm

$31.00

35 Prairie Sky Poplar

$31.00

37 Honeylocust

$31.00

40 Manchurian Apricot

$31.00

106 Eastern Red Cedar

$31.00

110 Rocky Mountain Juniper

$31.00

XL Potted—individual 1 gallon only
Minimum 12” height

410 Rocky Mountain Juniper

$12.00

427 Hackberry

$12.00

440 Manchurian Apricot

$12.00

**LOW INVENTORY ORDER ASAP!!!

Method of Payment
(CCCD use only)

Sunbelt Weed Barrier
Last day to order is March 1st

Per roll

4’ x 300’

$75.00

6’ x 300’

$95.00

Check #
Cash

Total Before Tax

$

Sales Tax

$

5%

Total Amount Due

$

Total
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CCCD Microbial Source Tracking
and Cost Share Programs
By Clay Wood – Water/Range Technician

The Campbell County Conservation District (CCCD) continues to
sample and monitor water quality trends within the Little Powder and Donkey Creek Watersheds. Both of these watersheds are listed as impaired for
being above the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality standard for
E. coli. To aid in determining the potential sources and contributors to the E.
coli load, CCCD added microbial source tracking (MST) to the established
sampling protocol. Microbial source tracking is an evaluation of the microbial diversity within a sample which is able to identify individual DNA markers
for targeted sources. Results of this analysis provide presence or absence of
the specified genetic markers. In 2018, CCCD collected MST samples at two sites within the Little Powder
River Watershed and three sites within the Donkey Creek Watershed. All samples collected from two sample sites within the Little Powder River Watershed were tested for presence of Canada goose and general
avian genetic markers. Samples collected from the three samples sites within the Donkey Creek Watershed
were tested for Canada goose, general avian, and human markers with a canine marker added at one of the
sample sites.
Within the Little Powder River Watershed, none of the samples collected were positive for either
Canada goose or general avian markers during the 2018 monitoring season. This indicates that these
sources of bacteria are not likely a major source of E. coli in this watershed. Within the Donkey Creek Watershed 46% of the samples were positive for human, 33% positive for Canada goose, and 6% positive for
general avian. Samples collected at one sample site, where canine markers were included, were positive for
canine markers in 80% of the samples. These results indicate that all of the markers tested are potential
sources of E. coli within the watershed. With potential sources identified, CCCD can assist with installation of best management practices (BMP’s) intended to reduce E. coli within the stream.
Through a voluntary cost share program, CCCD is able to offer cost share funds to provide landowners with technical and financial assistance for implementation of BMP’s aimed at reducing E. coli concentrations within the Donkey Creek Watershed. Some high priority projects may include fencing off riparian areas in combination with stock water development, relocating corrals or animal feeding areas away
from surface waters, and replacing failing septic systems. If you are interested in participating in this cost
share program please contact CCCD at (307) 682-1824.
Campbell County Natural Resource Land Use Plan (CCNRLUP)
.
The purpose of the CCNRLUP is to document Campbell County’s goals, objectives, and policies to guide
federal and state natural resource related plans, project analysis, decision-making, management and implementation. Various laws require state and federal agencies to coordinate their management activities in a manner
consistent with local government land use plans.
The CCNRLUP was formally adopted in 2007 at that time, the Commissioners created by resolution the
CCNRLUP Committee. The Committee was tasked with conducting a timely review of the CCNRLUP and determine when updates to the Plan are needed. The CCNRLUP was amended and adopted again in 2016.
Debbie was re-appointed to fill the Conservation District position on the Campbell County Natural
Resource Land Use Plan Board for the 2019-2021 term.

Campbell County Conservation District
601 4J Court, Suite D
P.O. Box 2577
Gillette, WY 82717 - 2577

NP MKT ML
PERMIT NO. 70
Gillette, WY 82716

Phone: (307) 682-1824 Fax: (307) 682-3813 E-Mail: icd@vcn.com
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Look at the
opportunity
Wyoming
Agriculture
in the
Classroom
can provide
for your
students!

