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Dear Citizens of Campbell County,  

 As most of you know this year we will again be voting on the 1% sales tax (aka 

Penny Power) for Campbell County. What you may not know is that pool of money is 

where the Campbell County Conservation District (CCCD) gets its base funding. De-

pending on the specific projects we are working on, grants we are awarded, and a few 

other small funding sources our level of funding through the 1% sales tax funding can 

vary. This year roughly 58% of CCCD’s funding will be provided by the 1% sales tax.  

 CCCD is at its core a grass roots organization with a publically elected board 

that is in place to help shape the way federal dollars and programs in the areas of natu-

ral resources, conservation, and agriculture are implemented in our community. We are 

also able to, in some instances, influence the policies set by federal agencies as they 

relate to natural resources locally. Our mission is to bring your voice to the table for 

discussions and make sure that the community values, culture, and tax base are repre-

sented.  

 The 1% sales tax funding allows CCCD to maintain a base level of staffing and 

administrative capacity to have wide reaching influence in multiple partnerships to 

complete this mission. We are also able to use this administrative base funding to har-

ness additional dollars from private, state, and federal grants to provide cost share op-

portunities to implement projects in Campbell County that enhance and protect our nat-

ural resources. These projects are landowner driven and tailored to meet the specific 

natural resource concerns that are deemed important in Campbell County.  

 For example, CCCD is currently taking applications for projects on Donkey 

Creek that will benefit the water quality as well as show agencies such as the Environ-

mental Protection Agency that we do take the health of our natural resources seriously 

and will do a better job of it locally than outside interests can. Specific projects can 

range from moving livestock shelter/water areas off of the creek to providing pet waste 

receptacles near public access areas. These applications are accepted by the CCCD and 

reviewed by the Donkey Creek Watershed Steering Committee, which is comprised of, 

local landowners and stakeholders.  Applications are funded based on how well the pro-

posed projects fit the overall water quality goals. This cost-share opportunity is funded 

by grants, but these grants can’t be applied for, funded, and carried out if we do not 

have at least a base level of “matching” dollars. These matching funds are typically in 

the form of our staff time and youth education programs that are primarily funded by 

1% sales tax.  

 The 1% sales tax funding is critical to the services provided by CCCD.  In a 

time where many groups with very limited knowledge or experience are trying to influ-

ence the use of federal lands and money to impact natural resources, it is crucial that 

Campbell County residents have a voice. A voice to make sure our interests are being 

protected in federal processes, and a local knowledge and expertise in natural resources 

is heard. CCCD is that voice.  
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
BOARD OF  SUPERVISORS 

   BJ CLARK         (307) 689-5471 

   Chairman, At-Large Member 

   BOB MAUL   682-3186   

   Vice Chair, Rural  Member 

   ACACIA ELKINS  660-5265 

   Secretary/Treasurer, Urban Member  

   LINDSAY WOOD           (307) 670-0171 

   Supervisor, Rural  Member 

   JAIME TARVER   680-9715 

   Supervisor, Rural Member 

   BRENDA SCHLADWEILER  682-3810 

    Associate Board Member 

   ROBERT BRUG   674-2525 

   Associate Board Member 

 OFFICE  STAFF 

JENNIFER HINKHOUSE District Manager 

DEBBIE HEPP           Program  Assistant 

JAY QUINTANILLA  Water/Range Technician 

CRYSTAL KELLEBREW     Education Coordinator   

 Phone:  682-1824     Fax:  682-3813 

   E-mail:  icd@vcn.com       

Website:  www.cccdwy.net       

 Hours:  7:00 AM—4:00 PM                             
 Monday—Friday 

 

The USDA is an equal opportunity  

provider and employer. 

 

NRCS FIELD OFFICE 

Phone:  (307) 682-8843  Ext.  3 

   601 4J Court, Suite C 

   DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST: 

 Tim Kellogg 

RANGELAND MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST: 

Brandon Elkins 

PRIVATE LANDS WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST: 

Lauren Connell 

ULTIMA ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: 

Shelby Atwood 

May 3, 2018   Seedling Trees Delivered 

May 8, 2018   CCCD Board Meeting 

May 28, 2018   Memorial Day - office closed 

June 12, 2018   CCCD Board Meeting 

June 13-15, 2018  Black Hills Natural Resource  

    Youth Camp 

July 4,  2018   Independence Day - office closed 

July 10, 2018   CCCD Board Meeting 
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Huge Hit at the  

Children’s Festival! 
 

 

The Campbell County 

Conservation District 

participated in the 40th 

annual Children’s Festi-

val on March 3rd where 

1125 youth and 909 

adults participated.  

 

 

Crystal Kellebrew,  

Education Coordinator 

talked with the children 

and parents about wa-

ter quality while they 

played in the stream 

trailer.  

This newsletter is brought to you by: 
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Meet Lauren Connell, Private Lands Wildlife Biologist 
 

 Lauren was born and raised in south Florida where her love of 
the outdoors was fostered at an early age. She recently completed a 
Master’s Degree in Rangeland Ecology and Watershed Management 
from the University of Wyoming. Her field research, based in Thunder 
Basin National Grassland, was highly applied and focused on manage-
ment of rangelands for multiple uses, including livestock and wildlife.  
 Lauren is a Wildlife Biologist shared between The Bird Conserv-
ancy of the Rockies and the Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice. She will be helping producers in funding projects of water develop-
ment, wind breaks, fencing, writing grazing management plans, and 
more.  

Lauren says, “These projects are a win-win for livestock and wildlife, including the greater sage-
grouse. After all, what's good for the herd is good for the bird!” Stop by the NRCS office or call her 
at 307-696-4453.  

Jaime Tarver  

selected for  

ENDOW’s  

Rural Council 
 

Governor Mead has 

appointed Jaime Tarv-

er, a rancher in the 

northern part of the 

county and a member of the Campbell County 

Conservation District Board of Supervisors to the 

ENDOW (Economically Needed Diversity Options 

for Wyoming) Rural Council. 

The Rural Council is composed of representatives 

from five leading rural advocacy organizations.  

Wyoming Stock Growers Association, Wyoming 

Business Alliance, Wyoming Rural Electric Associ-

ation, Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation and the 

Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts.   

The Council offers a rural perspective on important 

considerations to the ENDOW Executive Council 

as it narrows its focus on solutions for sustaining 

and diversifying Wyoming’s economy over the 

next twenty-years.  

Black Hills  
Natural Resources Youth Camp 

June 13 - 15, 2018 
 
Look for the registration information on 
our website at www.cccdwy.net coming 
soon.  The registration forms were deliv-
ered to the schools in Campbell, Crook, 
Weston, and Johnson counties in April.   
The BHNRYC is a hands-on, educational, 
and fun youth camp for ages 9 to 13 
years.   
Please call the District for more infor-
mation or if you would like to volunteer. 
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Funding Overview 

Typical projects may include installing fencing/ stock water to minimize access to 

waterbodies, relocating corrals or animal feeding areas away from surface water, or 

replacing septic systems to eliminate sewage discharges. The amount of cost share 

available for each project varies. Projects ranked as high priority may receive up to 

70% funding. If you think you would like to apply for cost-share funds through the 

District’s water quality improvement program, you are highly encouraged to see if 

you are qualified.  

Application Information 

Applications will continue to be accepted and reviewed based on fund availability.  

The District staff is available to answer any questions or provide technical assistance 

regarding potential projects or the application process. Applications are available at 

the District office or you can download a copy from our website www.cccdwy.net. 

Donkey Creek 

Watershed  
 

Cost-Share Program Opportunity 
 

Through Federal and State grants, the Campbell County Conservation District and the Donkey Creek  

Watershed Steering Committee are offering financial assistance for projects that will benefit water quality.  

 

 

 

 

Step One: 
Self Assessment/           

Step Three: 
Contract/Budget       

Development 

 Grant/ SHPO 
Authorization (Up to 

60 days) 

 Permits 

 Cost estimates 

Step Two: 

Site Visit/Ranking 

Completed by CCCD 

staff along with the 

landowner to evaluate 

resource concerns. 

CCCD will use ranking 

sheets to determine 

priority and eligibility 

Completed by the 

landowner. You may 

download one off 

the CCCD website 

(cccdwy.net) or call  

the office and have 

one mailed to you. 

Step Four: 

Approval 

Step Five: 

Construction 

Step Six: 
As Built Payment 

Contract must be 

signed by the land-

owner prior to Water-

shed Committee and 

Board approval AND 

must include all docu-

mentation required in 

Step Three. 

Construction can 
begin following an 

APPROVED and 

SIGNED contract and 
budget. The Board 

WILL NOT make 

payments on any 
contract items con-

structed prior to an 

approved contract. 

CCCD staff conduct 

site visit to validate 

construction elements 

and take pictures. Land-

owner submits all re-

ceipts to CCCD for 

payment which may 

take up to 90 days. 
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FEBRUARY 

 On February 2, Jay participated on the Northeast WY Invasive Grasses Working Group tele-conference. 

 Debbie attended the Garden and Landscape Educational Expo meeting on February 6. 

 Jennifer participated on the NRCS State Tech teleconference on February 7. 

 On February 7, Debbie presented the Ag and Natural Resources Expo program to the Cattlewomen and 

attended the WPLI meeting. 

 February 8, the CCCD hosted a Generational and Estate Workshop along with UW Extension.  25 attended. 

 All staff attended the Board meeting on February 13. 

 February 14, staff met with a landowner and Wyoming Department of Transportation to review a site for a 

Living Snow Fence and discuss possible locations in Campbell County. 

 Crystal presented CCCD education program information during the Elementary Principals meeting on 

February 15. 

 On February 20, Debbie attended the County Commissioners meeting as a committee member of the Wy-

oming Public Land Initiative. 

 The Little Powder River Watershed meeting was held February 21, with 20 attending. 

 Crystal presented the Tree Factory activity to 24 Homeschool students on February 26. 

 February 27, Tim and Debbie attended the County Hazard Mitigation meeting. 

 Jaime Tarver participated on the online WACD Supervisor Training February 27-28. 

MARCH 

 Crystal provided the Stream Trailer activity during the Children’s Festival on March 3 to 1125 youth and 

909 adults. 

 The second Soil Health workshop with Marlon Winger, NRCS was held March 8 with 22 attending. 

 Bob Maul attended the Special District meeting in Casper on March 8. 

 Jennifer, Jay and Debbie attended the Donkey Creek Watershed Committee meeting on March 12.  The 

committee ranked the Best Management Practice Project applications. 

 The staff attended the Board meeting on March 13. 

 On March 14, Jennifer traveled to Bill to attend a Prairie Dog meeting. 

 Jay attended a Drought Workshop on March 19 hosted by the UW Extension Office. 

 Debbie and Jennifer attended the WCDEA Winter training held in Lander, March 20-22. 

 Bob attended the Legislative Wrap Up on March 22. 

 March 28, Jennifer presented Local Work Group Advisory meeting information during the morning work-

shop with the County Commissioners. 

 The Little Powder River Watershed meeting was held March 28, with Jay, Debbie and Jennifer attending. 

 March 29, Jennifer and Debbie attended the BLM Resource Management Plan Revision Implementation 

meeting in Buffalo. 

CCCD to Begin Water Monitoring Season 
 

Beginning in May and continuing through September, the CCCD staff will continue 

water monitoring of the Little Powder River, Donkey Creek and Stonepile Creek,  

utilizing grants from the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality, Wyo-

ming Department of Agriculture and Campbell County 1% funding. 

E.coli continues to be a threat to the surface waters in Campbell County.  CCCD 

will continue to monitor E.coli concentrations.  Field parameters collected in the 

stream include temperature, electrical conductivity, dissolved oxygen, pH, turbidity 

and flow velocities.  Microbial Source Tracking (MST) allows the CCCD to identify 

the potential sources of E.coli.  This approach allows CCCD to target best manage-

ment practices to reduce bacteria concentration, and improve water quality. 
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2018 Stewardship Week 
 April 29 – May 6 

 
In 1955, the National Association of Conservation Districts began a national pro-
gram to encourage Americans to focus on stewardship. Stewardship Week is 
officially celebrated from the last Sunday in April to the first Sunday in May. It is 
one of the world’s largest conservation-related observances. 

The program relies on conservation districts sharing and promoting stewardship and conservation 
through field days, educational programming, and workshops to educate citizens about the need to care 
for our natural resources. Many district activities extend beyond the one-week observance to include an 
entire year of outreach. Stewardship Week helps to remind us all of the power each person has to con-
serve natural resources and improve the world. When everyone works together with their local conserva-
tion district, that power continuously grows. 
The 2018 Stewardship theme is “Watersheds: Our Water, Our Home.” Water is one of our most pre-
cious resources. Watersheds supply water for drinking and recreation, irrigation and manufacturing, and 
wildlife and bird habitat. It is essential that each of us adopts good water conservation habits so that we 
can keep our water resources safe and productive now and for future generations. 

APRIL 

 April 2, Jennifer and Brandon presented Local Work Group Advisory meeting information on the radio 

program Wake Up Wyoming. 

 Jennifer, Jay and State Forestry staff provided a site tour of the Timber Stand Improvement Project area 

to contractors on April 2. 

 Jennifer presented Local Work Group Advisory meeting information during the County Commissioner 

board meeting on April 3. 

 April 3 and 4, Jennifer attended the Greater Sage Grouse BLM meeting in Casper. 

 The Local Work Group Advisory committee meeting was held April 5, with 29 attending. 

 On April 10, Jay and a NRCS Engineer site visited a Donkey Creek BMP project. 

 All staff attended the CCCD Board meeting on April 10. 

 Crystal provided the Butterflies and Caterpillar Activity at the Wright library for preschool children on 

April 11. 

 April 11, Jennifer and board members, Jaime and Casey met with the City of Gillette to provide an over-

view of CCCD activities and responsibilities.  

 Jennifer traveled to Douglas for a Prairie Dog meeting on April 12. 

 Bob Maul traveled to Bridger, MT on April 12 to attend the Bridger Plant Material Center board meeting. 

 On April 16, Crystal provided the Food Web activity for the homeschools students. 

 Jennifer traveled to Saratoga for the Small Acre Issue Team meeting April 16-17. 

 April 18, Jennifer will plan to attend the National Forest Advisory Board meeting in Rapid City. 

 Crystal plans to present wildlife skulls and invasive species activities for the 200, 7th grade students at 

Sage Valley on April 19 with Audubon Rockies. 

 The CCCD will provide educational material during the Garden and Landscape Education Expo on April 

21. 

 Crystal plans to participate in the Project Learning Tree training on April 21 in Gillette. 

 The Agriculture and Natural Resources Expo is to be held April 24, with 851 3rd grade students sched-

uled to attend. 

 Jay will travel to Lander to attend water quality training on April 24-26. 

 The Little Powder River Watershed committee meeting is scheduled for April 27. 

http://www.nacdnet.org/general-resources/stewardship-and-education-materials/2018-watersheds-water-home/
http://www.nacdnet.org/general-resources/stewardship-and-education-materials/2018-watersheds-water-home/
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Fortification Creek Advisory Committee Update 
By Debbie Hepp, Program Assistant 

 The WPLI is a collaborative, county-led process intended to result in one state-wide legislative lands package that is broad-

ly supported by public lands stakeholders in Wyoming.  The ultimate goal is final designation or release of Wyoming’s 42 BLM and 

3 USFS Wilderness Study Areas in Wyoming.   

 Representing Conservation, Debbie has been appointed to the Fortification Creek WPLI Committee by the Campbell Coun-

ty Commissioners.  The Committee will develop a proposed management recommendation for the Fortification Creek Wilderness 

Study Area (WSA).  Members have the responsibility to keep the interest groups they represent informed about the actions and out-

comes of the process.  Debbie will be posting updates every quarter in the CCCD newsletter and citizens can also access more de-

tailed information at https://www.ccgov.net/1651/WPLI-Fortification-Creek. 

 The Committee began meeting monthly starting in January 2017.  In November, a proposed management designation with 

an 11—0 consensus of the committee members present was reached.  Two public meetings were held, one December 4th in Buffalo 

and one in Gillette on December 6th.  The committee explained the process taken to achieve their recommendation.  Following a 45 

day comment period, the committee met February 7, 2018 in Gillette to review the public comments and determine if any adjust-

ments were to be made.  Their final recommendation went before the Campbell County Commissioners and the Johnson County 

Commissioners for approval.  The Johnson County Commissioners approved the proposed designation at their meeting, February 7 

and the Campbell County Commissioners are scheduled to vote at their meeting, April 17.  Once approved, the Wyoming County 

Commissioners Association, in cooperation with the office of the Governor and the office of the Wyoming federal delegation, will 

review the Advisory Committee recommendation for consistency and develop one legislative bill for introduction in the U.S. House 

and Senate. 

  The committee agreed upon the following desired characteristics after reviewing the public comments: 

A Hard Release from wilderness designation to a new permanent designation entitled Fortification Creek Management Area list-

ing the following recommendations of: 

 Inclusion of a Map of the present Fortification Creek Wilderness Study Area showing the exterior boundary.  

 Management area represents only federal lands within this boundary. 

 No new surface disturbance unless needed for fire suppression  

 No new permanent roads  

 Maintain existing characteristics  

 Existing uses continued such as grazing, hunting and recreation  

 No motorized or mechanized vehicles allowed other than reasonable fire suppression, weed and pest control, wildlife and stock 

water or emergency needs 

Hard release: full and permanent release for multiple use management without further restrictions or evaluation of the areas wilder-

ness characteristics.    (BLM cannot re-evaluate and choose to manage for wilderness characteristics at a later date.) 

Wyoming Conservation District Employees Association (WCDEA) 

The WCDEA held winter training in Lander, March 20-22.  Topics 

covered included the new guidelines for applying for the Wyo-

ming Water Development Commission projects and the NRCS 

Emergency Watershed Protection Program.  Also, sessions dis-

cussing the grant and cost share reporting involved with these 

programs.  A rangeland watershed hydrology tour was provided 

by the staff of the Popo Agie Conservation District which showed 

several successful projects in and around Lander.   

During the WCDEA employee meeting, Jennifer Hinkhouse was 

voted as Vice-President of the Association. 
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WHEN THAT TIME COMES:  

SOME THOUGHTS ON SUCCESSFUL PASTURE RESEEDING 

 
Has your dryland pasture reached that point? You know, when the plant 

species originally established no longer exist, maybe invasive or unwanted 

plants outnumber the desired species, or you just feel it is a time for 

change? No matter the reason, there are some important considerations to 

work through before you start planting a new field or pasture.  

Understanding your soil  

The physical and chemical properties of your pasture play a major role on the types of plants that will suc-

ceed or fail. Completing a soil test prior to planting is an important step. Most routine or basic soil tests pro-

vide information related to soil texture, pH, nutrient levels, organic matter and salt concentrations. Complet-

ing a soil test prior to planting can steer your species selection to accommodate your soil’s physical and 

chemical properties. Follow-up testing is also a great way to see if you are building or loosing organic matter 

after a new field is established.  

Selecting Species  

Matching the plant species to the climate of your pasture helps promote better germination and establish-

ment. Annual precipitation, number of growing days, average high and low temperatures and timing of pre-

cipitation affect the ability of plants to grow and produce desired forage. Newly seeded plants growing at the 

wrong time of year or in a climate that does not align with the plant’s physiological needs can mean almost 

certain failure.  

Many great resources for selecting species for reseeding are available. University of Wyoming Extension Bulle-

tin 1206 (bit.ly/plantspecies) gives a great outline of grasses and forbs for reseeding based on annual precipi-

tation, elevation and soil. “Dryland Pastures in Montana and Wyoming,” available at bit.ly/drylandpasture, is 

another great resource on species and seeding techniques.  

Planting  

When choosing seeds, it is important to pay attention to labels. Look for seeds that are not too old, contain 

very little or no weed contaminants and have been harvested from plants in a similar climate. Other im-

portant information to look for before seeding is percent germination value and number of pure live seed 

(PLS).  

Planting can be as simple as going out into the field or pasture and throwing some seeds on the ground or as 

involved as completely reworking the field and planting with machinery. Seeds can be planted in the fall or 

spring, depending on the species.  

UW Extension Bulletin 1248 provides a great overview of planting a new stand of plants. Find it at bit.ly/

successfulforage.  

For more on plant species selection, pasture renovation and lots of other topics, go to University of Wyo-

ming Extension publications at bit.ly/ UWEpubs and the Barnyard and Backyards website at bit.ly/

barnbackyard.  

For more help, contact your local extension office or one of the four agricultural experiment stations in the 

state.  

 

Brian Sebade is the University of Wyoming Extension educator and Master Gardener coordinator based in Albany County and 

serving southeast Wyoming. Contact him at (307) 721-2571 or bsebade@uwyo.edu.  



Campbell County Conservation District  

601 4J Court,  Suite D 

P.O. Box 2577 

Gillette, WY  82717 - 2577 

 

Phone:  (307) 682-1824     Fax:  (307) 682-3813     E-Mail:  icd@vcn.com 

NP MKT ML  

PERMIT NO. 70 

Gillette, WY   82716 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

If you ordered seedling trees from the CCCD they are scheduled to arrive:  
 

May 3, 2018  at the Rockpile Ice Arena 
121 4J Road. 

Please pick up your trees from  

7:00 am until 9:00 am! 
 
 

This is the only 
delivery time 
so please make  
arrangements 
if you can not 
pick up your 
trees.   


