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FYI
The newsletter will now be published every quarter. You will
receive your copy at the beginning of November, February, May,
and August.

22nd National Nonpoint Source (NPS)

Monitoring Workshop in Salt Lake City
August 23-25, Jay Quintanilla, Water/Range Technician traveled to Utah to attend the National Nonpoint Source (NPS)

Monitoring Workshop. An important forum for sharing information and improving communication on controlling and
tracking NPS pollution at its source and in receiving water bod-

ies. The focus of the workshop was holistic and included approaches to assessing and solving problems in watersheds
largely impacted by NPS pollution. The emphasis was on inte-

grating resources and skills from the private and public sectors,
NRCS FIELD OFFICE
Phone: (307) 682-8843 Ext. 3
601 4J Court, Suite C
DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST:

with sessions devoted to bringing together individuals from a

wide range of backgrounds including science, engineering,
business, public policy, education, and community groups. Pro-

Tim Kellogg

ject examples of source identification, technical aspects of mon-

RANGELAND MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST:

itoring Best Management Practices (BMP) effectiveness, and NPS

Brandon Elkins
CIVIL ENGINEER, P.E.

success stories were coupled with specific technical and pro-

Tyrel West

grammatic sessions to help attendees better understand the full

ULTIMA ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:

range of resources and skills that can be pooled to solve our na-

Shelby Atwood

tion’s water quality problems at the local and watershed levels.
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CCCD Participates in
Mallo Camp 2016
Mallo Camp is not your ordinary field trip. It’s a
tradition, a rite of passage that every 5th grade
student in Campbell County anticipates. For over
30 years, Campbell County fifth-graders have
been staying in cabins tucked away in the Black Hills for three days and two nights to experience
outdoor environmental education. Daily stations teach about the environment, which include forestry, limnology, animal signs, entomology, botany, geology and meteorology.
This school year, Crystal Kellebrew, CCCD Education Coordinator provided a water quality monitoring activity over a 3 week period (August 29 through September 16) to a total of 750+ students
attending the 17 Campbell County Schools.

Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts
Area I Meeting
The Powder River Conservation District hosted the Area I Meeting on September 13 in Buffalo at the
Bomber Mountain Civic Center in Buffalo. Area I consists of the 6 Conservation Districts serving
Crook, Weston, Campbell, Sheridan and Johnson counties.
Updates were given by the Natural Resources of Conservation Districts and Wyoming Department of
Agriculture. Followed by the business meeting and Employees Association Meeting.
Attending were Supervisors Bob Maul, Lindsay Wood and staff members Debbie Hepp and Jay Quintanilla.

NACD Southwest and Pacific Regional Meeting
September 14-16
Sacramento, CA
Supervisors, BJ Clark, and Travis Hakert and District Manager, Jennifer
Hinkhouse attended the NACD Southwest and Pacific Regional Meeting in
Sacramento.
The keynote speaker, Karen Ross, Secretary of the California Department of Food and Agriculture
spoke on the topic, New Frontier of California Agriculture: Carbon Farming.
Leaders on forestry and fire discussed the enormity of physical catastrophic events that are occurring in California's natural landscape and the immense challenge it is to cultivate short and long-term
solutions.
Leaders in conservation met to review building stronger state and federal relationships in an effort
to create the best model partnerships in order to manage and find resolutions to the challenges we
face and the future of conservation districts.
Regional business meetings followed to present resolutions and items of concern for the NACD Annual Meeting to be held in Denver, CO, January 28—February 2, 2017.
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7th Annual Northern Rockies Tree School
“Caring for the Canopy” Sheridan, WY
September 29-30
Program Assistant, Debbie Hepp attended the tree workshop with this year’s topics of Heritage Tree Management
and Assessment, New Trends in Water Conservation, Tree
Health Issues, Growing Roots in Gravel Beds, Caring for Mature Trees, NDSU Tree Evaluation Program, Pruning Young
Trees, Right Tree Right Place, Working in Trees and BMP’s for
Municipal Trees.
DONKEY CREEK WATERSHED PLAN
RELEASED FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
The Campbell County Conservation District and the Donkey
Creek Watershed Steering Committee will accept written
comments on the Donkey Creek Watershed Plan beginning
September 6, 2016 and will continue through November 21,
2016 until 4pm. Copies of the document are available at the
Campbell County Conservation District office, located at 601
4J Court, Suite D in Gillette, as well as on the Campbell
County Conservation District website at www.cccdwy.net.
For more information, contact the Campbell County Conservation District at (307) 682-1824 or email icd@vcn.com.
Weed Barrier Information
DeWitt Sunbelt™ woven ground cover consists of 3.2 oz. polypropylene, which resists tearing, puncturing and weed penetration. Sunbelt™ is ideal for greenhouses, outdoor
displays and as a weed barrier for plantings without topical coverings where a weed free
environment is a must. DeWitt Sunbelt™ is striped every 12 inches for aid in plant alignment and is UV stabilized to last even in direct sunlight.
This product is offered on the seedling tree order form only and is not kept in stock.
The last day to order is March 1.

Look for the tree order form inside this publication, on our website at
cccdwy.net or call our office for an order form. Due to the change to a quarterly publication, you will receive the next newsletter with the order form in
February and the inventory/species choices will be considerably less. IT
WOULD BE WISE TO ORDER ASAP!
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AUGUST










August 1-4, Jennifer traveled to North Carolina as the Southwest Representative member to attend the NACD Forestry Resource Policy Group meeting.
All staff participated in the CC Fair working the CCCD booth, and presenting the stream erosion trailer August 4-7.
304 stopped by the booth to visit, go through the soil tunnel or participate in the stream erosion activity.
August 17, Jennifer attended the National Forest Advisory Board meeting in Rapid City.
On August 18, Crystal and Jennifer attended the Wyoming State Fair in Douglas and provided the soil tunnel education activity and assisted with the WACD booth.
Jay attended the 22nd National Nonpoint Source Monitoring Workshop in Salt Lake City, Utah August 22-25.
Crystal and Debbie attended the CC Parks and Rec Board meeting on August 22 to support the grant request for the
4th Grade Free Tree Program.
The final Donkey Creek Watershed Committee Meeting was held on August 24 with 7 committee members attending.
Jennifer provided bid tours of the Timber Stand Improvement Project on August 26.
Crystal provided a water quality monitoring activity at Mallo Camp for Campbell County 5th grade students, August
29-31.
A meeting for a proposed Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) project was held with NRCS, Conservation Districts and State Forestry representatives from Campbell, Crook and Weston counties on August 30.

SEPTEMBER
















Crystal provided the World Water Monitoring Challenge activity at Mallo Camp for all 650+ Campbell County 5th
grade students, September 1-2, September 7-9 and September 12-16.
All staff attended the Board meeting on September 6.
Jay and Debbie met with Peabody Energy staff to perform the annual reclamation inspection on the Mackey Road
Easement on September 7.
WDEQ field personnel performed a field water monitoring audit with Jay and Debbie on September 8.
On September 9, Bob Maul and Jennifer attended the Special District Task Force meeting in Casper.
Debbie and Jay traveled to the Recluse area to begin the monitoring of the third Timber Stand Improvement Project
on September 9.
Jay, Debbie, and Supervisors, Lindsay Wood, and Bob Maul attended the Area I meeting in Buffalo on September 13.
Jennifer, Travis Hakert and BJ Clark attended the NACD Southwest/Pacific Regional meeting in California, September 14-16.
Debbie and Jay completed the water monitoring season on Donkey/Stonepile Creek on September 19.
Jennifer attended the County Commissioners meeting on September 20.
On September 20, Jay and Jennifer attended the Forest Working Group meeting.
September 21, Jennifer attended the National Forest Advisory Board meeting in Rapid City.
Bob Maul participated on the NRCS State Technical Committee meeting in Casper by conference call on September
21.
Jennifer, Jay and Debbie met with WDEQ Water Quality Personnel on September 22.
On September 23, Jennifer and State Forestry personnel toured a proposed timber stand improvement project area.
Debbie attended the Northern Rockies Tree School in Sheridan, September 29 and 30.

OCTOBER








Jennifer and Jay inspected the Timber Stand Improvement (TSI) project on October 6.
All staff attended the Board meeting on October 11.
On October 17, Crystal provided the Soil Tunnel Activity for 40 Homeschool students.
Casey Elkins attended the County board training on October 19.
Jay and Jennifer inspected the Timber Stand Improvement (TSI) project on October 19.
Jennifer attended the Non-Point Source Task Force meeting to present a water quality grant proposal on October 20
in Casper.
On October 25, Jennifer and Jay inspected the Timber Stand Improvement (TSI) project.
Jennifer provided a tour to members of the Wyoming Wildlife and Natural Resource Trust of a proposed grant application project on October 26.
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Season Opens on Prairie Dogs!
By Aaron Ide, Campbell County Weed and Pest

As we start into the fall season, now is the time to start thinking about your black tail prairie
dog management on your ranches. When left unchecked prairie dog colonies will grow exponentially leading to lower carrying capacity, higher livestock injury risk, and increase chance of erosion. You can
prevent these issues by implementing management practices that help keep the population in check.
Management practices are important as nature usually does not do an adequate job keeping the animal numbers low enough to prevent degradation of your range and pastures. The plague is one natural method that usually
knocks out a large percentage of the population. This cannot be counted on as it usually only comes in as the population has exploded and has caused vast detrimental effects to your property. Natural predators are not regularly found
in dense enough populations to adversely effect the growth of the colony. Shooting the prairie dogs can be fun and
lucrative to some landowners, but generally doesn’t do enough for adequate control. These could be the main reason
that shooting this varmint doesn’t often result in successful control. This usually leads to a one way avenue, which is
the application of pesticides for adequate control of this pest species.
Campbell County Weed and Pest have three products that we sell for control of black tail prairie dogs. All
three are restricted use pesticides that require an applicator’s license to apply and/or buy. The most popular in
the last few years has been Rozol Prairie Dog Bait. Rozol costs about 15 dollars for a 25 pound bucket, and can be
applied from October 1 to March 15. The second is Zinc Phosphide Prairie Dog Bait. ZP Prairie Dog Bait cost about
eight dollars for a 33 pound bag, and it can be applied from July through February. The final option is Fumitoxin/
Weevil-cide, which is a fumigant. It cost about 13 dollars for a bottle of 500 tablets or 18 dollars for 2500 pellets,
and can be applied year round. The next few paragraphs state some product characteristics and qualities to help you
decide which is right for your situation.
Rozol Prairie Dog Bait is food grade wheat that has been treated with an anticoagulant. It is applied at least 6
inches down any active burrow. It is restricted use due to its dangers to non-target species. Some advantages include that it remains toxic for a relatively long period of time (over 10 days), it is placed down the burrow away from
most non-target animals, and poisoned non-target animals can be treated with high dosages of Vitamin K. Some disadvantages are that there is extensive carcass search protocol, secondary poisoning is a concern for scavengers, and it
has a grazing restriction of 21 days. Overall it is a great product, as stated above this has been the best seller of
Campbell County Weed and Pest for the last few years.
Zinc Phosphide Prairie Dog Bait is rolled oats that has been treated with zinc phosphide. It is applied on the
ground near active burrows. Prebaiting must be done with untreated rolled oats prior to the application of the product. The product can only be administered once a year. Once again, the product is restrictive use due to its danger to
non-target animals. Some advantages are that there are no grazing restrictions, it has the lowest cost of bait per hole
between the three products, and it works quickly usually in less than two days. Some disadvantages include that it is
toxic only for a short period of time especially if there is any moisture on the ground, it is applied on the surface making it available to many non-target animals, and prebaiting must be done which adds another step to the application
process. This also is a great product that is excellent for areas that have very large infestations.
The final product is Fumitoxin/Weevil-cide, which is a fumigant that gives off a phosphine gas when it reacts
with atmospheric moisture. The tablets are placed into the active burrow and then the all burrows openings (active/
non-active) are covered with dirt. This product is restricted use for its hazard to human health as the gas is deadly, so
extreme caution must be taken when applying this product. Some advantages include that it can be applied year
round, being buried in the hole limits the number of non-target animals it can come in contact with, and it is the only
product that does not need to be ingested. A few disadvantages are its hazard to humans and the increase in time and
labor to cover all burrows. This product works well, and is the only option from March 15 to the end of June, but
increased precautions must be taken when applying.
These products can help your operation keep your prairie dog numbers in check. If you apply these products
correctly (always follow the label) you should see a significant decrease in the number of prairie dogs on your property. These products are great control mechanisms, but don’t expect complete 100% eradication when you start using these agents. Continued monitoring and use of controlling mechanisms, when needed, are necessary to keep
numbers down and the health of your rangelands and pastures up. If you have any questions about these products or
how to get started managing your prairie dogs, please stop by the Campbell County Weed and Pest office or call 6824369.
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To address the primary/secondary contact recreation uses on many of Wyoming’s streams, the
Campbell County Conservation District collected field data on 29 sites in 2010, to validate the accuracy of a UAA Model developed by WDEQ. This model has the potential of saving the Districts and
WDEQ a tremendous amount of time and resources in collecting data and information and preparing individual UAA’s on hundreds of waters in the state.

Public Notice:
Revised Categorical Use Attainability Analysis for Recreation (UAA)
After careful consideration of the comments received prior to and during a public hearing on September 16, 2015 in Casper, the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality/Water Quality Division has issued a revised technical analysis (UAA) that identifies low flow channels in Wyoming
where primary contact recreation uses such as swimming or similar water contact activities are not
existing or attainable uses. The Water Quality Division Administrator has determined that the waters identified in the UAA should be designated for secondary contact recreation. The revised designations will be submitted to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for review and approval
pursuant to the federal Clean Water Act. The revised analysis, the Administrator’s determination,
and responses to the comments received during the public hearing and written comment period
that ended September 16, 2015 can be found, along with recreational designations for Wyoming’s
surface waters, at the following website: http://deq.wyoming.gov/wqd/surface-water-qualitystandards/resources/uaas/.
WDEQ will continue to work with interested stakeholders to modify recreational designated uses on
a site-specific basis as appropriate. Members of the public interested in submitting documentation
toward changing the designated use of a surface water can use the Recreation Designated Uses
Worksheet on DEQ’s website at http://deq.wyoming.gov/wqd/surface-water-quality-standards/
resources/uaas/. Questions and requests for further information can be directed to Lindsay Patterson at Lindsay.Patterson@wyo.gov or 307-777-7079.

TRESPASSING TO STOP UNDER SETTLEMENT
Nearly two years after filing suit against anti livestock grazing organization, Western Watershed Projects, Wyoming landowners and WWP have reached an agreement to settle the Landowners’ trespass claims against WWP employee Jonathon Ratner and the organization.
Western Watershed Project has trespassed on these private lands over 60 times since 2005. Watershed Projects
conceded to a Consent Decree in which they have stipulated to not trespass again on these lands and other lands owned
by the landowners, amounting to over 50,000 acres, or they will face paying damages and attorney fees to the Landowners.
The Landowners have contributed greatly to outdoor recreation by leaving thousands of acres of privately
owned lands, in some cases interspersed with public lands, open to the public for hunting fishing and recreation. This
settlement will encourage these Landowners to keep lands open for continued recreation use.
The Landowners were also concerned with monitoring for water quality and other natural resources on their
land by individuals who have no formal training or education to conduct such monitoring and fail to abide by standard
operating procedures such as the Department of Environmental Quality’s water quality monitoring requirements and no
authorization to access private property.
On February 25, 2016 DEQ published their 2014 Integrated Report which included a rejection of WWP data
due to numerous issues with quality of the data.
***The CCCD has been given a template letter the private landowners can use to put this organization on notice that
they are not to access your private lands. If you are interested in receiving this template, please contact us at 682-1824.
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WINDBREAK 101

Courtesy of Laramie County Conservation District

Planting Tree Rows -An average planting consists of at least three rows to
achieve good wind protection. A typical planting consists of shrubs or shorter
trees comprising the outer rows, while evergreens (the foundation of the windbreak) should make up at least one inside row. Your tallest trees should be in
the inside row(s). You should not make all your tree rows the same species (i.e.
three rows of juniper.) This will help protect your windbreak in the event of a
disease or insect destroying all of one species. Planting different types of trees in
the same row can create gaps and reduce windbreak effectiveness.
Spacing Within and Between Rows -The District suggests the following tree spacing distances to use when
planting trees and shrubs in a row. Windbreak rows should be planted 20 feet apart. Always leave enough
distance between rows and around your windbreak to allow cultivating equipment passage.
Suggested Tree Spacing: Shrubs (i.e: Caragana, Lilac, Cotoneaster, Buffaloberry, Native Plum, Chokecherry)
– Plant 3-6 feet apart
Smaller Evergreen Species (i.e: Rocky Mountain Juniper, Eastern Red Cedar) – Plant 6-12 feet apart
Large Evergreen Species (i.e: Pine and Spruce) – Plant 10-12 feet apart
Deciduous Trees (i.e., Bur Oak, Green Ash, Hackberry, Golden Willow, Siberian Elm, Cottonwood) – Plant 10
-14 feet apart
Remember the above spacing recommendations are simply guidelines, depending on how you want to utilize
your planting. For example: for a windbreak, trees will be spaced closer, whereas trees in a wildlife planting
are spaced a little farther apart. If you have questions, please call the District for further information.
Preparing Your Planting Site -Proper site preparation is very important for windbreaks. Plows, disks, or rototillers can be used to achieve necessary tillage and are available at rental equipment stores and landscape
companies. Fallowing the fall before planting is essential for dry land windbreaks to allow moisture to accumulate during the winter. Rows should be 8 feet wide and 6-8 inches deep.
Weed and Moisture Management -Weed control is an extremely important factor for tree growth and survival. Weed and vegetative competition control should be provided for at least five years. Remember that
weeds are better competitors than seedlings for moisture, nutrients and sunlight. They also provide fuel for
fires and habitat for tree-injuring pests. Mulch, cultivation and herbicides are three basic methods for controlling weeds. The District sells fabric mulch in 300 ft. rolls. Fabric mulch has significantly improved the survival of tree plantings. Fabric mulch allows moisture to pass through to the soil but minimizes moisture loss
through evaporation.
Irrigation may be needed at planting time and is often helpful throughout the first several growing seasons.
Generally, the District recommends 10 gallons of water for every inch in tree diameter. Also, it is recommended that you cease watering your trees at the end of August to allow the tree to harden off. Watering
beyond this time can cause die back of new growth from an early freeze.
Winter Care -Snow cover is helpful to the young trees. A snow fence on the windward side of the windbreak
the first year or two will protect plants from desiccation and add soil moisture. Protection from the wind –
most evergreen species require protection from wind, especially during winter months. Sunlight reflected off
snow and wind can quickly dry unprotected conifer foliage. It is recommended to install wind protection for
evergreen trees the first three years of establishment or until the trees are taller than the protectors. The
Conservation District sells the mesh, bi-fold tree protectors. Please note that the District has no control over
inventories of these protectors, so be sure to call ahead of time to check availability. Other items that can be
used for wind protection include wood shakes and bales of straw.
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COMING UP IN 2017!
A “LAND EXCHANGE AND OTHER COLLABORATIVE NATURAL RESOURCE
PROBLEM SOLVING TOOLS” WORKSHOP.
Federal, state, and local agencies use land exchange for a number of purposes, including
consolidating public land, simplifying federal land boundary management, and acquiring
important resource lands.
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE FOR MORE INFORMATION
OR CALL THE CCCD!
EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES AVAILABLE
By Crystal Kellebrew, Education Coordinator

This school year the Campbell County Conservation District would like to
remind you to take advantage of our Wyoming Ag in the Classroom Discovery Tool Chest. Some of the topics covered in the chest are: animal
identification, grazing, birds, bugs, soil, fire, geology, trees, mapping, mammals, water quality, weeds, landscaping and journaling. Along with the tool
chest the CCCD has many interactive activities that are designed to address Wyoming Content and Performance Standards. These activities
include topics targeted towards: agriculture, water, soil, and the environSoil Tunnel Activity
ment. We are also certified to conduct any activity in the Project WET,
WILD, WOW, and Project Learning Tree curriculum handbooks.
The Campbell County Conservation District also has available a watershed educational activity, to you and
your class. Our Enviroscape model is a plastic model of a complete watershed in addition to having 6
smaller models for larger classes. We are able to show erosion, point source pollution, non-point source pollution, prevention measures and best management practices for all. Additionally, the model allows students to become familiar with watershed components and terminology. The activity can be tailored to your
individual class needs. It can be 15 minutes to 50 minutes.
The Campbell County Conservation District has acquired a stream trailer from WY Game & Fish. The
stream trailer is a hands-on educational tool that allows participants to examine the natural movement of
streams and rivers. The stream trailer contains a large flat "land area" composed of plastic grit. Water is
pumped through the trailer to create a "stream" that moves along the length of the trailer. The stream
trailer can be used to demonstrate how natural streams are formed, the importance of streamside
(riparian) vegetation to protect the banks, impacts of dams, flooding, development and also how slope, flow
and structure affect stream formation.
We also have numerous activities put together that are ready for your classroom; animal track & scat
identification game, making animal tracks with play-doh, a tree ring activity, energy session that leads into
students making solar ovens, food webs, great migration game, and fundana bandanas with scavenger nature hunts and many more.
Please contact the District if you are interested in an activity to present to your class and/or for you to
borrow the materials.

Campbell County Conservation District
601 4J Court, Suite D
P.O. Box 2577
Gillette, WY 82717 - 2577

NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION
US POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 70
Gillette, WY 82716

Phone: (307) 682-1824 Fax: (307) 682-3813 E-Mail: icd@vcn.com
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Stop by to visit
and have some
snacks!

Holiday Open House
December 8, 2016
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm
601 4J Court
Gillette, WY

Hosted by:
Campbell County Conservation District,
Natural Resources Conservation Service,
and Farm Service Agency

