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Soil Health & Restoring 

Soil Function 

Marlon Winger 
NRCS ς Soil Health 
Division 
Regional Soil Health 
Specialist  
 Idaho, Montana, Wyoming  

Growing ag Media Interest 



10/13/2017 

2 

Soil Health Campaign 

V Raised awareness 

V Expanded demand 
for system adapted 
information 

V Raising many good 
questions 

Mainstream Media 
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Why in 2016? 

World 
population 
is estimated 
to be at 9.1 
billion by 

2050 

To sustain this 
level of 

growth, food 
production 
will need to 
rise by 70 
percent 

Between 1982-
2007, 14 million 
acres of prime 
farmland in the 
U.S. was lost to 
development 

Energy demands 

�{ Increase use of 
biofuels (40% of 
corn used for 
ethanol) 

�{ Increase use of 
fertilizer (use of 
Anhydrous up 
48%, Urea up 
93% 

�{Phosphorous is a 
finite resource 

Soil Health What is It? 

The continued capacity of the soil to function as a vital living 
ecosystem that sustains plants, animals, and humans 

�{ Nutrient cycling 

�{ Water (infiltration & availability) 

�{ Filtering and  Buffering 

�{ Physical Stability and Support 

�{ Habitat for Biodiversity (90% is mediated by soil microbes) 


